
Sometimes I think we look at Confirmation as the end, sort of like Gradua-

tion. And itõs somewhat understandable. For the teens, they have completed 

two years of study on Sunday afternoons. Our adult confirmands complete a 21

-lesson Bible Information Class. But Confirmation isnõt the end. In Confirma-

tion, we promise to continue our life of faith and trust in God and his Word, 

even in the face of death.  

Think about your own Confirmation. After confessing your faith in the Tri-

une God, your trust in his Word, and your conviction that this church teaches 

Godõs Word faithfully, you promised toñwith the help of God and of your fellow 

membersñremain firm in that faith for the rest of your life. Then the congre-

gation promised to support, encourage, and pray for you as they welcomed you 

into the congregation as a communicant member.  

Confirmation is really a response of faith. Having been baptized and having 

heard and learned the truths of Godõs Word, the natural response of faith is to 

confess that faith publicly, thus confidently proclaiming, òI am not ashamed of 

the gospeló (Romans 1:16). 

In turn, the natural response of faith in other 

Christians when they hear such a confession is to 

support, encourage, pray, and welcome them ñto 

promise to do anything for them to help them re-

main true to the vows they made in the presence of 

God and the congregation. In some ways, itõs like a 

wedding. The confirmands are the brides making  

their vows to the perfect and ever -faithful bridegroom, Christ. And the congre-

gation is the wedding party who stands there in support and will do anything 

and everything to help this marriage last and flourish.  

On Sunday, May 13, as we celebrate the Confirmation of five of our teens ñ

Austen Baker, Lainey Brown, Katie Gilkey, Brandon Ichino, and Trinity 

Regoñremember that itõs not the end for them, and it wasnõt the end for you.  

Remember the promise that you made at your Confirmation to remain 

faithful to your God and to continue to be in his Word and grow in your faith. 

Remember the promises you have made to your fellow members to support and 

encourage them to remain firm in the faith throughout their entire lives. And 

remember the promises your God has made to you ñpromises that he will nev-

er break: the promise of the cross that he has forgiven all your sins, the prom-

ise of Baptism that you are his dear child, and the promise of Jesusõ resurrec-

tion that he will always remain faithful to you and give you eternal life. Yes, 

Confirmation is by no means the end. May God give you and our five young 

confirmands the strength and grace to remain faithful to your vows to him your 

whole life through, even in the face of death.     
        Vicar Jensen  
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Jesus himself says, 

"Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will 
never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give him will 

become in him a spring of 
water welling up to 

eternal life."    

John 4:13-14 
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Worship & Financial Summaries  
The month of April kicked off with Easter Sunday, and we continue to celebrate the blessings which are 

ours because of Jesusõ resurrection. A huge thank-you to all who helped to decorate the sanctuary, adding 

to the beauty and joy of our worship and pointing  us to our wondrous new life in Christ Jesus. As you can 

see from the attendance chart below, our Easter Sunday services were very well attended, as we had over 

250 people in worship that morning. We were also blessed to be able to share the gospel with over 40 first -

time visitors in the month of April, including 10 from the Bautista family. Stephen Bautista and his fami-

ly travel across the country as he performs his original, Christ -centered music. We are very thankful to 

have had him present Friday night concert and also beautify our Sunday morning worship service.  

The Springs was also very blessed this past month to be able to welcome many new members, and our 

congregation now has 210 members and 164 communicant members. Those numbers will increase in the 

month of May as we will welcome more new members and our five teens who are getting confirmed will 

become communicant members. While the success of our congregation is not measured by the numbers 

but rather on being faithful to Godõs Word of truth and faithfully caring out his work, we rejoice that God 

continues to give us more and more opportunities to share that good news of what he has done to save us 

with so many.  

We encourage you to continue to invite and bring others to worship so that they too may hear that 

good news and be confident in Christ Jesus for their life and salvation. As one Bible Information Class 

ended, a new one has already begun and a number of people are attending. This class is a great way for  

people to get into Godõs Word and learn the basic 

teachings of the Bible, but our learning and growing 

in Godõs Word never ends. Thus, we are making an 

effort with our revised Midweek Bible Time to make 

it easier for everyone to continue to be strengthened 

in the faith throughout each week. We strongly en-

courage you to attend Midweek Bible Time and the 

many other Bible Classes which we offer so that 

your most important relationship ñyour relation-

ship with your God and Savior ñmay be strength-

ened more and more.  

We are grateful for both the offerings given each 

week as well as the subsidy we receive. But as you 

look at the financial charts, remember again that it 

is not about the numbers. Rather, it is about Christõs 

love for us which prompts our generous giving and 

the gospel ministry which those offerings are used to 

carry out. This month as always, to God be the glory!  

Expenses  March ô18 Totals   

CMO Remitted  $1,000 $3,000 YTD  

Mortgage  $7,300 $21,900 

Monthly Expenses  $21,581 $61,444 

Income/Expense Difference  $1,023 $3,163 

Balance in Checking  $100,000 ñ 

Balance in Savings  $30,000 ñ 

March      

Attendance 

Records  

Sunday 

Worship  

Adult 

Bible 

Class  

Childrenõs 

Bible 

Class  

Midweek 

Bible 

Time  

April 1  113    

April 1  140    

April 8  152 20 20 30 

April 15  130 20 15 40 

April 22  127 24 16 24 

Averages  165 21 17 31 

Gifts & Subsidy  March ô18 Year to Date  

General Fund  $17,270 $48,605 

Subsidy from WELS  $500 $1500 

Subsidy from SotM  $1,334 $4,002 

Gifts / Other Income  $72 $72 

Mortgage Subsidy  $3,500 $10,500 

Income Totals  $22,604 $64,607 

Special Missions  $122 $420 

Love Fund  $30 $500 

N. Valleys Mission  $0 $170 

Building Fund  $95 $770 

Debt Reduction  $110 $460 

Son-rise Service 

Festival Service  
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The biggest news that came in April for Light of the Valleys was the 

accepted request for financial support by he Board for Home Missions. 

This means that not only will the Board of Home Missions assist Shep-

herd of the Mountains in funding Light of the Valleys, just as the two 

helped to fund The Springs for many years, but also allows us to begin 

calling a pastor to serve at Light of the Valleys. Our first request will be 

for a graduate from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. If we do not receive 

one, we will begin calling a pastor from another church.  

Beginning now in May, we will worship at Stead Ele-

mentary School (10580 Stead Blvd, Reno, NV 89506)  until 

our more permanent property on Red Rock Road, in the 

storefront next to the Pizza Factory, is ready for us to use 

for worship, hopefully sometime this summer.  

You are always welcome to attend Light of the Valleys 

for Bible Class and Worship, which will continue to be 

held at 3:30 and 4:30, respectively, on Sunday afternoons.  

On Thursday, May 24th, second year students and graduates of Wisconsin Lutheran Semi-

nary will be assigned as vicars and pastors throughout our church body. On that day, we will find 

out who will be our next vicar at The Springs, since we were approved for another vicar last 

month. That vicar will arrive at the beginning of August, about the same time Vicar Jensen will 

leave to return to the Seminary for his final year of pastoral training.  

We will also find out if Light of the Valleys will receive a graduate to be its 

fulltime pastor or if the congregation will begin calling for a pastor.  

The Call Service will begin at 8:00 AM our time. The service will be 

livestreamed on http://livestream.com/wlslive . You are also invited to come and 

watch the service here at The Springs as we find out who our next vicar will be.  

Light of the Valleys Update  

On April 8, The Springs had 

the joy of welcoming 11 new mem-

bers into our congregation: Larry 

and Annette Barnes (front left), 

Dan and Chris Myers (back left), 

Tom and Jen, Chloe, Sarah, and 

Emma Heusey (middle), Kevin 

Zander (back right), and Maralyn 

Silvey (other picture). May God 

continue to bless them and keep 

them and all of us at The Springs 

in his Word and grace.  

New Member Welcome  

Pastor and Vicar Assignment Day  
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 Special Worship Services  

Joint Ascension Worship Service and Pie Social - Thursday, May 10 at 7:00pm  

Ý This special service celebrates when Jesus, our risen Lord, ascended into heaven. His ascen-

sion shows that he now rules over all things for our good, and he will one day descend back 

to earth to take us to be with him forever. See the display table to sign up to bring pies.  

Joint Memorial Day Weekend Worship Service and Church Picnic - Sunday, May 27  

Ý As in past years, Shepherd of the Mountains will join us for a joint Memorial Day Weekend Service as we 

celebrate Holy Trinity Sunday. After the service will be a church picnic. The joint service and picnic are a 

great way for us to enjoy some fun and fellowship with many of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 

 Bible Class Opportunities  

Sunday Mornings @ 9:00 am  

Ý Childrenõs Sunday School: All three of our Childrenõs Sunday School classes are 

continuing to learn Bible stories. These classes help to give these children a solid 

foundation in Godõs Word, preparing them for a life of following Christ. 

Ý Teen Bible Class: Our Teen Bible Class is currently studying òAngels and Demons.ó This class is designed 

especially to help teens to stand firm in the faith and apply Godõs Word in their lives as they face more and 

more of the challenges, questioning, and temptations of this sinful world.  

Ý Adult Bible Class: Our Adult Bible Class will shift to looking at the New Tes-

tament. This month, we will begin studying what happened in various cities in 

the New Testament as the good news of Jesus began being spread to all nations.  

Sunday Afternoon @ 12:30 pm  

Ý Bible Information Class:     Our Bible Information Class goes over the basics of what the Bible teaches. This 

class is not only for those who are new to the church, but is also be a great opportunity to review and learn.   

Midweek Bible Time - Wednesday Evenings and Friday Mornings  

Ý Wednesday Evenings: Our Wednesday Evening Bible Time is designed for everyone. 

Each evening starts with a fellowship meal at 5:45 . The Bible Class goes from 6:30 -7:30. 

Class starts in church as we look at the Hymn of the Day for the coming Sunday. Then 

we shift back into the narthex to dig into the Gospel Lesson and discuss. Finally, we end 

with a game that helps us review what weõve learned in a fun way! The class is taught 

in a way thatõs easy enough for children to learn and stay engaged but also deep enough 

for lifetime Christians to still be learning and applying Godõs Word more and more. 

Ý Friday Mornings: This class is very similar to the Wednesday Evening one, taking more time to look at the 

Hymn of the Day and discuss and apply the Gospel Lesson.  

Once -a-Month Bible Classes  

Ý Menõs Bible Breakfast: Enjoy some good food and be nourished by Godõs Word: May 19th - 8:30am .  

Ý Women of The Springs: Come gather for a devotion, fellowship, and to plan activities: May 19th at 2pm . 

Upcoming Special Services and Bible Classes  



Happy 

Anniversary!  
May Birthdays  

 

PAGE 5 THE STREAM VOLUME 10,  ISSUE 5 

Harry and Lydia Reed  

May 7  
 

David and Joyce Watson  

May 23  

Please help us keep our records current by emailing 

any updates to Marilyn Koster.  mjkoster@yahoo.com 

Open Forum  After the worship service on Sunday, May 6 , we will hold our quarterly open forum. We 

strongly encourage everyone to stay and be informed, as well as ask any questions and give their feed-

back. Some of the items which will be discussed in the Open Forum include the 2018 -19 Ministry Calen-

dar as well as the Ministry Plan (Budget).  

Votersõ Meeting After the worship service on Sunday, May 20 , will be a Votersõ Meeting. During this 

meeting, the Ministry Calendar and Ministry Plan which will be discussed at the Open Forum will be 

voted on. We encourage all of our voting members to attend and vote.  

Bake and Craft Sale  The Women of the Springs are having a Bake and Craft Sale on 

Sunday, May 6 .  If you would like to contribute items for this sale, please speak with Jill 

Ingram.  The proceeds will go to help reduce the cost of attending Tree of Life Bible Camp.  

Tree of Life Bible Camp  This camp, which has been operating for over 50 

years and has been a blessing for generations, will be held July 8 -14.The 

camp is open to children entering 4th -12th grade. If your child(ren) is/are in-

terested in attending, registration information will be available at the end of 

April. The cost is $435 for the first child in a family and $265 for each addi-

tional child. More information can be found on the display table and online.  

Vacation Bible School  Now that we have our own permanent location, we would like 

to hold our very first VBS this summer. The theme for our VBS will be Space Station 

Salvation, and the plan is to hold it from June 25 -29. The more planning which we can 

do for that event even now, the better it will be. If you are interested in helping with 

VBS in any way ñcrafts, music, activities, snacks, supervision, set -up, clean-up, or 

planning, please talk to Vicar Jensen. Stay tuned for more info in the weeks to come.  

Teen Group  Starting this month, our Teen Group will have monthly activities to provide 

more Christian fellowship and spiritual growth for our teens. This group is for teens in 

grades 7-12. Siblings are encouraged to attend with parent or guardian participation. The 

first event will be a hike up òNó Mountain and a picnic and will take place on Saturday, 

May 26 . More information will be coming soon. If you are interested in participating or 

assisting with future events, contact Teri Salgado who is coordinating the Teen Group.  

Crafty Corner  meets Tuesday, May 8 , as well as Tuesday, May 22,  at 10:30 am . All  are invited 

and welcome to attend. Bring a craft or project to work on or just come for Christian fellowship.  

Mornings with Mommy  is a wonderful opportunity for parents with young children 

to get together. There are stories, several hands -on activities, a craft, and a snack, plus 

great fellowship time for parents. This monthõs session is on Thursday, May 17 at 

10am, with the theme òFlowers, Birds, and Mother's Day.ó For more information or to 

volunteer to help, contact Liz Breitmeyer at MWM.TheSpringsLutheran@gmail.com . 

Highlights and Announcements  

Maxine Fink  May 5  

Natalie Ingram  May 5  

Janet Cox  May 7  

Jill Ingram  May 10  

Sue Banholzer  May 10  

Bailey Kieckbusch  May 14  

John Bradbury  May 15  

Amy Baker  May 19  

Elianna Ingram  May 19  

Justin Lee  May 24  

Barbara Spencer  May 26  

Sue Long May 28  

Joyce Watson May 29  

Yuan Liang  May 29  

mailto:MWM.TheSpringsLutheran@gmail.com
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470 Rockwell Blvd. 
Sparks, NV 89441 

 

Phone: (775) 354-2800 
Website:  www.TheSpringsLutheran.org 

 
Pastor Steven Hillmer 
Email: shillmer76@gmail.com 

 
Vicar Nathanael Jensen 

Email:  Nathanael.J.Jensen@gmail.com 

Sharing the unchanging  
 

Word of God  
 

with a changing world!  

www.TheSpringsLutheran.org  

Sunday, May 27 
 

We hope you can join us as The Springs hosts Shep-

herd of the Mountains for a joint service, followed 

by a church picnic. Together we will rejoice in all of 

the amazing blessings which our Triune God has 

given us and enjoy the Christian friends and fellow-

ship God has given us in these two congregations.  


