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Much is still the same today. Our Savior from sin was born, lived for us,

Jesus himself says,

"Everyone who drinks
this water will be thirsty
again, but whoever drinks
the water | give him will
never thirst. Indeed, the
water | give him will
become in him a spring of
water welling up to
eternal life."

John 4:134
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died for us, rose for us, and will come again soon, but how many people
know? Many more people know the name Jesus today, but the majority of

people still dondt know who he really i
do. God has revealed that good news of
just keep it to ourselves. We dondt wan
tell everyone the truth of what Jesus has done for them!

So thatds why we, | ike the shepherds,
on the mountain. Thatds why we invited
That s why we continue to have more and
That s why wedre expanding our ministry

Vall eys Lutheran Church. Thatodos why we
help us as we are sharing that good news of great joy in the North Valleys.

Christmas may seem like it was a very long time ago, especially with

everything else thatdés been going on an
but the message of Christmas and the jo
has been born to you; he is Christ the
for yourself, and go, tell it on the mountain (or in the valleys) that Jesus
Christ is born! ~ Vicar Jensen
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Ma c | Lee Buckl ey

Godds own c¢hi |l dlambaptgdd amtd Chyist'ls ay i t :

He, because | could not pay it, gave my full redemption price.

Do | need eart ho shave one watlhimoeegshamaayn y ?

That brought me salvation free, Lasting to eternity!

Hymn 737, CWS

Maci Lee Buckley was born on December 23 and reborn through the
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit through baptism on De-
cember 31 a wonderful way for us to close the year 2017. We give thanks
that God has made Maci his dear child and pray that he would
continue to bless her and keep her and strengthen her in that faith.

Throughout all of 2017, we were blessed to have 8 baptisms! We praise God for pour-
ing out this wonderful gift of baptism by which he offers us forgiveness of sins, life, and
salvation to so many, and we rejoice in the comfort and assurance we have in our own
baptisms, that God has made us his dearly loved and forgiven children.

Christmas Recap

o0Do not be afraid. |l bring you
be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is Christ the L

What a wonderful blessing it was to celebrate this good news
and to share it with others. We give thanks to all who helped to
decorate and beautify our church for Christmas, who made cookies
for our fellowship time, who helped out with Christmas for Kids,
and who sang in the choir and played instruments.

But above all, we give thanks to God for sending his Son, the
Word who took on flesh to save us from sin, for giving us this
amazing church building in which to hear his Word and give him
thanks and praise, and for giving us the opportunity to share his
love for the world with hundreds of people, including dozens of vis-
itors on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day!
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Semi nari ansao

On January 8, we welcomed 25 students (and 1 wife)
from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary of Mequon, WI. This
week was part of their OWintl L
option of spending 2 weeks in the classroom or 1 week in
the field, and wedre thankfu
here. Thanks to Vicar Jensen who communicated with
many of them, telling them how wonderful Reno is and
why they would want to come here in January! It worked!
This was by far the largest group to go on a Winterim trip.

The goal was clear fi canvass as many homes as possi-

ble in the North Valleys and Cold Springs area to get the word out about the '

start up of Light of the Valleys Lutheran Church in March. With great zeal and
energy, the group (together with a number of members from Shepherd and The
Springs) hit nearly 6000 homes and spoke with 100s of people. We were blessed
that over 300 people shared their emails, phone numbers and contact infor-
mation because they wanted to learn more!

On Sunday, Senior Peter Plagenz, preached the sermon. His sister who
teaches at Apostles Lutheran in San Jose was also able to come.

On Saturday they helped to run the 0Ol ympics

reach event at the North Valleys Regional Park. We had over 20
children attend and made some great connections with people!

00l ympicdé Contests were held in creating
mallows and spaghetti; dance; tossing toilet paper through hula

hoops; and the 0egg on a spoond race.
Our theme was frTome Psasl nmy28s7rength a
my shield; my heart trusts in him an

test, no matter the struggle, Jesus

The group did have some time off on Friday to go down hill
skiing, snow shoeing, or fishing at Pyramid Lake.

A huge thank you to all who helped out fi donating a car,
opening their home, preparing meals, and donating food and
money. Even though the flu bug got a number of them, they all
truly enjoyed their time here! It was a blessing for all. May
God continue to bless and keep these students in His care!
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