
I donõt think we actually sang this hymn at The Springs this Christmas 

season, but the refrain summarizes what weõve been doing:  

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills, and everywhere. Go, tell it on 

the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.  

What a wonderful blessing it was for me to be able to worship with you 

in the first Christmas services in The Springsõ new building! What good 

news of great joy for all people that we all celebrated! òA Savior has been 

born to you; he is Christ the Lord!ó (Luke 2:11) Like the shepherds, we have 

heard that good news and so we came to see and worship the Babe born in 

BethlehemñJesus, our God and Savior.  

But think, on that first Christmas day, how many people knew that 

their Savior from sin had been born? At first, it was just Mary, Joseph, and 

some shepherds. But not for long. The shepherds could not keep this good 

news to themselves. They could not hide their great joy. This truth which 

they had been told was for everyone, and they couldnõt help but share it. 

òWhen they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 

told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds said to them.ó (Luke 2:17,18) 

Much is still the same today. Our Savior from sin was born, lived for us, 

died for us, rose for us, and will come again soon, but how many people 

know? Many more people know the name Jesus today, but the majority of 

people still donõt know who he really is and what he has really done. But we 

do. God has revealed that good news of great joy to us, and we donõt want to 

just keep it to ourselves. We donõt want to hide our great joy. We want to 

tell everyone the truth of what Jesus has done for them!  

So thatõs why we, like the shepherds, have been going out and telling it 

on the mountain. Thatõs why we invited people to our Christmas services. 

Thatõs why we continue to have more and more Bible Information Classes. 

Thatõs why weõre expanding our ministry in the Reno area with Light of the 

Valleys Lutheran Church. Thatõs why we had those 25 Seminarians come to 

help us as we are sharing that good news of great joy in the North Valleys.  

Christmas may seem like it was a very long time ago, especially with 

everything else thatõs been going on and with Lent right around the corner,  

but the message of Christmas and the joy of Christmas remains: òA Savior 

has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.ó Study and treasure that truth 

for yourself, and go, tell it on the mountain (or in the valleys) that Jesus 

Christ is born!       ~ Vicar Jensen  

Volume 10, Issue 1-2 

Worship and Financial 

Summaries 
2 

Maci Buckleyõs Baptism 
 

Christmas Recap 
3 

Seminariansõ Visit 4 

Light of the Valleys  

Update 
 

Rowan/Brabender  

Wedding 
 

Christian Education  

Sunday 

5 

Upcoming Worship and 

Bible Class Opportunities 6 

Highlights and  

Announcements 7 

Februaryõs Calendar  &  

Serving Teams 
 

Insert 

Inside this issue:  

January/February 2018 

News & Highlights flowing from 

Jesus himself says, 

"Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will 
never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give him will 

become in him a spring of 
water welling up to 

eternal life."    

John 4:13-14 

Ȱ3ÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ 7ÏÒÄ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÌÄȦȱ 
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Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
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Looking back on the previous months of December and January, we see so many, many reasons to give 
thanks to God. Our Sunday School children prepared a wonderful service for us on Sunday Dec. 24 for the 
10:30 am service: ñLet There Be Light!ò We were also blessed with 177 people in worship for the Candlelight 
Service on Christmas Eveðwith over 1/2 not members!  Even on Christmas Morningða Monday morning ser-
viceðwe were blessed to share the Gospel with 83 people, including some first-time visitors.    

On January 14 we were blessed to have the Seminary 
students lead worship, sing, play the organ, and lead Bi-
ble Class hour as we learned about our Seminary.  On 
January 21, we had the privilege of learning about Lu-
ther Prep School as the Dean of Students, Pastor Timo-
thy Dolan, was with us for the day.  On the following 
Mondayðwe hosted the California Pastorsô Conference, 
including a special evening service and meal! 

As we continue to grow, there are a number of things 
that you can do welcome our new guests and visitorsð
above all, greet them and welcome them personally.  
Other ways would include taking parking spots that are 
a bit further away, sitting towards the front of the church 
so visitors donôt have to if they donôt want to, and sitting 
towards the center of the pew so people wonôt have to 
crawl over you.  

Our midweek Bible Studies for January on Thursdays 
and Fridays consisted of book reviews from the series, ñA 
Lutheran Looks até  Baptists, Episcopalians, Mega 
Churches, Eastern Orthodoxy, and Methodists.  The goal is 
to give an overview of the various teachings so that we are 
better equipped to share the Gospel with our friends and 
neighbors.  

Financially, our offerings in the first six months have 
been increasing each month.  In the early months we were 
behind, but gifts in November and December have put us 
in the positive for the year. To God be the Glory!  Recently 
you should have received your 2017 Year End Statement.  
Included with that was the opportunity to review your gifts 
and consider your contributions for the coming year.  We 
are presently blessed to have several subsidies (from 
WELS Board for Home Missions, Shepherd of the Moun-
tains, and our Mortgage Subsidy Fund).  These continue 
to decrease according to plan, and by Godôs Spirit he is 
leading us to grow into being financially self-supporting.  

The Special Mission Offering gifts for 2017 have been 
dedicated toward ñFriends of Vietnamòðone of our 
WELS World Mission efforts which is coordinated by 
Pastor Dan Kramer from Peace in Jesus Lutheran Church 
of Boise, ID.  He will be coming to The Springs in 2018 
to do a Mission Festival Sunday! 

Finally, we have had a number of gifts come in towards Debt Reduction. What a blessing this is as these gifts 
will help us to decrease our overall indebtedness of $1,780,000. 

Worship & Financial Summaries  

Expenses  Dec. ô17 Totals   

CMO Remitted  $1,400 $12,569 YTD  

Mortgage  $7,300 $40,037 FY  

Monthly Expenses  $16,346 $132,158 FY  

Income/Expense Difference  $15,053 $13,409 FY  

Balance in Checking  $98,000 ñ 

Balance in Savings  $30,000 ñ 

Decemberõs    

Attendance 

Records  

Sunday 

Worship  

Adult 

Bible 

Class  

Childrenõs 

Bible Class  

Midweek 

Lent 

Worship  

Dec. 3 119 32 18 62 

Dec. 10 134 24 25 61 

Dec. 17 121 23 19 63 

Dec. 24 160 26 26 ñ 

Dec. 24 177    

Dec. 25 83    

Dec. 31 111 26 ñ ñ 

Averages  165 26 22 62 

Christmas Day Worship 

Gifts & Subsidy  Dec ô17 Year to Date  

General Fund  $25,565 $197,453 

Subsidy from WELS  $500 $9,000 

Subsidy from SotM  $1,834 $13,668 

Gifts / Other Income  $0 $3,383 

Mortgage Subsidy  $3,500 $51,000 

Income Totals  $31,399 $274,504 

Special Missions  $0 $1,365 

Love Fund  $1,720 $3,900 

Mortgage Debt  

Reduction  
$4,050 $14,850 

Christmas Eve Worship 
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Christmas Recap  

Godõs own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ!  

He, because I could not pay it,  gave my full redemption price.  

Do I need earthõs treasures many?  I have one worth more than any  

That brought me salvation free,  Lasting to eternity!  
        Hymn 737, CWS  
 

Maci Lee Buckley was born on December 23 and reborn through the 

washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit through baptism on De-

cember 31ña wonderful way for us to close the year 2017. We give thanks 

that God has made Maci his dear child and pray that he would 

continue to bless her and keep her and strengthen her in that faith.  
 

     Throughout all of 2017, we were blessed to have 8 baptisms! We praise God for pour-

ing out this wonderful gift of baptism by which he offers us forgiveness of sins, life, and 

salvation to so many, and we rejoice in the comfort and assurance we have in our own 

baptisms, that God has made us his dearly loved and forgiven children.     

òDo not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will 

be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is Christ the Lord.ó 

What a wonderful blessing it was to celebrate this good news 

and to share it with others. We give thanks to all who helped to 

decorate and beautify our church for Christmas, who made cookies 

for our fellowship time, who helped out with Christmas for Kids, 

and who sang in the choir and played instruments.  

But above all, we give thanks to God for sending his Son, the 

Word who took on flesh to save us from sin, for giving us this 

amazing church building in which to hear his Word and give him 

thanks and praise, and for giving us the opportunity to share his 

love for the world with hundreds of people, including dozens of vis-

i tors on Chr istmas Eve and Chr istmas Day!  

Maci Lee Buckleyõs Baptism 



Seminariansõ Visit 
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On January 8, we welcomed 25 students (and 1 wife) 

from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary of Mequon, WI. This 

week was part of their òWinterimó classes.  They had the 

option of spending 2 weeks in the classroom or 1 week in 

the field, and weõre thankful many of them chose to come 

here.  Thanks to Vicar Jensen who communicated with 

many of them, telling them how wonderful Reno is and 

why they would want to come here in January!  It worked!  

This was by far the largest group to go on a Winterim trip.  

The goal was clearñcanvass as many homes as possi-

ble in the North Valleys and Cold Springs area to get the word out about the 

start up of Light of the Valleys Lutheran Church in March.  With great zeal and 

energy, the group (together with a number of members from Shepherd and The 

Springs) hit nearly 6000 homes and spoke with 100s of people.  We were blessed 

that over 300 people shared their emails, phone numbers and contact infor-

mation because they wanted to learn more!  

On Sunday, Senior Peter Plagenz, preached the sermon. His sister who 

teaches at Apostles Lutheran in San Jose was also able to come.  

On Saturday they helped to run the òOlympics for Kidsó out-

reach event at the North Valleys Regional Park.  We had over 20 

children attend and made some great connections with people!  

òOlympicó Contests were held in creating structures with marsh-

mallows and spaghetti; dance; tossing toilet paper through hula 

hoops; and the òegg on a spoonó race.   

Our theme was from Psalm 28:7 òThe L  is my strength and 
my shield; my heart trusts in him and he helps me.ò  No matter the con-
test, no matter the struggle, Jesus is our helper and our strength! 

The group did have some time off on Friday to go down hill 

skiing, snow shoeing, or fishing at Pyramid Lake.  

A huge thank you to all who helped out ñdonating a car, 

opening their home, preparing meals, and donating food and 

money.  Even though the flu bug got a number of them, they all 

truly enjoyed their time here!  It was a blessing for all.  May 

God continue to bless and keep these students in His care!  


